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The Pennsylvania Council on Financial Literacy (PennCFL) provides to all students in 

grades 3-12 in Pennsylvania a world-class, web-based stock simulation platform and 

curriculum.  Students can learn how to trade all year long by using the whole curriculum, 

courses, and more, including two ten-week competitions.  The competitions are held in 

the classroom, by county and state-wide. 

  

The platform provides lessons, assignments, and grading for seamless teacher 

management. The cutting-edge, real-time stock game is derived from Stock-Trak's 

University Platform, which is used in over 80% of the top business schools in the United 

States. 

  

Teachers and students get access to our extensive experiential education teaching and 

learning tool designed by Stock-Trak, the world’s leading provider of investment portfolio 

simulations for colleges and schools. It offers an entire standards-aligned curriculum 

library and a distance learning-optimized lesson plan database which includes a Google 

Slides presentation library, teacher training webinars, a student video library, a full 

personal finance course and a teacher’s dashboard for student assignments, progress 

reports, and grading. 

 

Sunbury Motor Company Inc is owned and operated by the Mertz family since 1915. 

In1915, J.O. Mertz started selling Model T Fords in Northumberland as a sub-dealer for 

the Ford Motor Company. Ten years later, Mertz purchased the Ford dealership in 

Sunbury, establishing Sunbury Motor Company.  For more information visit 

sunburymotor.com.   

 

The News-Item celebrated its 50th anniversary in 2018 and continues to be the lead 

newspaper serving southern Northumberland County, including Shamokin, Mount Carmel 

and Elysburg areas. 

  

It was Oct. 1, 1968 when the Shamokin News-Dispatch merged with the Mount Carmel 

Item to create The News-Item. Our history runs much beeper than that, of course, all the 



 

 

way back to the late 1800s. The Shamokin Semitar was published every Saturday in 1892 

and was the first publication of J. Frank Hoover, who founded the News Publishing and 

Printing Co. On Sept. 18, 1933, Hoover merged his Shamokin Daily News with the 

Shamokin Dispatch to form the Shamokin News-Dispatch. John H. Reid, Hoover's 

grandson, became publisher of the News-Dispatch in 1961, and president of the company 

in 1971. On Oct. 1, 1985, nearly a century after J. Frank Hoover founded the News 

Publishing and Printing Co., the Reid family sold the firm to Thomson Newspaper Group. 

After about 12 years of Thomson ownership, the company would find another new family: 

Times Shamrock Communications 

  

The Scranton-based company, publisher of The Times-Tribune in its home city, took 

ownership of The News-Item in January 1997. Times Shamrock would sell The News-Item 

on Oct. 1, 2015, to Sample Media Group, the current owner.  The News-Item continues to 

serve Shamokin, Coal Township, Mount Carmel, Kulpmont, Trevorton, Elysburg and 

surrounding communities in Northumberland, Columbia and Schuylkill counties.  We 

celebrate the paper's 51st year knowing that a newspaper remains an important asset in 

the community, and we remain committed to serving our readers with news, sports, 

advertising, and other vital community information. 

 

Since its formation in 1894, Lackawanna College’s mission has always been to provide a 

quality education to all persons who seek to improve their lives and better the 

communities in which they live. That tradition continued as the College opened its new 

Sunbury Center, located in the Sunbury Plaza at 1145 N. 4th Street, in July 2017. The 

College’s hallmarks – focused class sizes, progressive curriculum, and unparalleled student 

support – have expanded higher education opportunities for students in Northumberland 

County, the Central Susquehanna Valley, and its surrounding regions. 

Pennsylvania Council on Financial Literacy (PennCFL) is a 501(c)3 organization and 

approved by Pennsylvania's Department of Community & Economic Development as an 

Educational Improvement Organization.  PennCFL sponsors financial competitions and 

entrepreneurial programs resulting in over 20,000 students in Pennsylvania.  Training and 

support are provided to hundreds of teachers. 

 

Our mission is to provide Pennsylvania’s K-12 students with economics, personal finance, 

and entrepreneurship skills that elevate their standard of living, quality of life, and 

professional success.  We showcase exceptional talent across the state, from business, 

education, and government. 

 

Our nonprofit organization is passionate about teaching young people solid financial 

management skills. Pennsylvania is one of the most rural states in the country because it 

is largely made up of small towns and rural communities. Many families here struggle to 

make ends meet. Our goal is to break that pattern by instilling a firm sense of financial 

competency and responsibility in the next generation. 



 

 

 

Our goal is to be the leader in K-12 financial literacy and entrepreneurship education. For 

additional information, please contact Alan Dakey, President at ADakey@penncfl.org or 

Carolyn Shirk, Vice President CShirk@penncfl.org, call 570-975-5149 or visit us  at 

www.penncfl.org. 
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